Youth Music Power Play – Sound Kickers
Project Background and Description 
The Youth Music Power Play Fund
 

Youth Music created the Youth Music Power Play fund in 2009 to improve quality music making opportunities for children and young people who grow up in challenging places.  

 

Power Play projects will run in the heart of communities to enable all children and young people to take part, both those who are troubled and hard-to-reach, as well as those better supported and orientated. Thus the collective community of children and young people becomes the focus for opportunity and change.
Youth Music believes in the power of music to help tackle social, economic and cultural deprivation and our aim is to provide more opportunities for young people to be engaged in quality music making activity.  

Football Unites Racism Divides

The organisation that has been solicited to host Youth Music Power Play in Sheffield is ‘Football Unites Racism Divides’(FURD).  FURD uses football and a range of other activities to bring people together – people from different backgrounds, and to break down barriers created by ignorance or prejudice.   FURD is based in Sheffield. 
FURD’s work continues to evolve and is becoming increasingly concerned with tackling social exclusion and encouraging community cohesion by helping to engage young people with meaningful activities to develop skills, self-esteem and mutual understanding, as well as increasing opportunities for education, training and employment.   
The Project 
Youth Music Power Play ‘Sound Kickers’ will give young people the opportunity and support to develop their own music project working alongside a music leader or organisation, encouraging them to explore a range of issues such as community, health, relationships, race, culture and diversity.   
The two areas of the city Sound Kickers will focus on are Sharrow and Parson Cross, which makes them well placed to link to Sheffield United and Sheffield Wednesday football clubs, both of whom are on board as partner agencies.  Additional partner agencies include: youth organisations such as Sheffield Futures and Chilypep (‘Children and Young People’s Empowerment Project’); and music organisations such as ‘Musicleader Yorkshire’, Sheffield Music Services and ‘Sheffield Live’ (community radio station).  Youth Music will also continue to provide ongoing support to the project.  
	


Sound Kickers will aim to engage a number of young people aged 8-18 across the two districts in quality music activity.  It will also recruit a number of young volunteers and develop them (through training and accredited opportunities) as young leaders.  Additional opportunities will include: leading on music projects; the two communities collaborating on writing and recording tracks; performances at high profile events - which could include football match days or key locations around the city; giving young people a platform to share their ‘voice’ and develop their creativity.   
The two areas have very different demographics - particularly with regards to ethnicity and culture.  It is hoped that the project will provide opportunities to bring together young people from different backgrounds in positive ways in order to break down barriers, improve relationships and increase racial tolerance.  
Youth Led

A major factor in the project is that we aim to continually listen to the voices of young people in developing and delivering the project, even from the early stages by asking a group of young people to interview and select their music leaders of choice.  FURD, Musicleader Yorkshire and Youth Music staff will help support young people in this process.  The Music Leader / Music Organisation will need to be committed to working alongside young people to develop in this way.   
Profile
Due to the fact this is a new Youth Music fund and the high profile of some of our partners (particularly the football clubs), it is worth mentioning that this project is likely to gain significant attention, both from staff and departments at Youth Music national office and also from the press.  
