Sheffield’s ethnic communities

The most accurate statistics about the population are gathered every 10 years in the national census when every household has to fill in a questionnaire for the government. The last census was in 2001.  Here are some basic statistics about Sheffield from the 2001 census:

Total population of Sheffield: 513,234. 

91.2% are white 
89.2% are white British. 
2.1% are white but not British (such as Irish and European people). 

8.8% (about 45,000 people) are not white. 
4.6% (23,000) are of Asian origin

1.8% (9,000) are of African, Caribbean or other black origin
1.6% (8,000) are mixed race
0.4% (2,000) are of Chinese origin

0.4% (2,000) are from other ethnic groups. This may include Yemeni and other Middle Eastern and Arab people.

The biggest single ethnic minority group in Sheffield is the Pakistani community which is over 3% of the population (about 16,000 people). These are included in the Asian group in the figures above. 

This is over twice the figure for England and Wales as a whole - the Pakistani community is only 1.3% of the whole population.
Ethnic minority groups tend to be concentrated on some parts of the city. In Sharrow about 39% of the population is from ethnic minorities. 

Religion
In the 2001 census, 
68.5% of Sheffield’s population said they were Christian.

17.9% said they had no religion.
4.6% said they were Muslims. Most of these are probably from the Asian community (Pakistani and Bangladeshi), some African countries (particularly Somalia) and Middle Eastern countries such as Yemen and Iraq.

Why have people come to the UK?

People have moved around the world throughout history for many reasons so it is wrong to think that Britain was populated only by purely white British people until recently. The patterns of immigration have varied over the years depending partly on government policy, which at different times has encouraged and discouraged movement to and from different parts of the world. 
Until recently, most immigrant communities came from countries that used to be part of the British Empire and where the British government advertised for people to come and help rebuild the country and fill the labour shortages after the 2nd World War. For example, many people from the Caribbean contributed to the war effort, including over 8,000 servicemen and women. Some of them settled here after the war, and more people from the Caribbean started coming here in the 1950s. Most of them took low paid jobs here. 
Immigration from India and Pakistan peaked in the 1960s, when people from these countries were also invited here to work by the British government. 
More people from Eastern European countries like Poland have moved here since they joined the European Union in 2004 and immigration rules from these countries were relaxed. It is too early to know how many of them will settle here permanently and how many will move back.

People also come here as asylum-seekers because of wars and other disasters. Asylum-seekers have come from Somalia, Democratic Republic of  Congo, Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan, Kosova, Zimbabwe and Burma, among other countries. It is estimated that the UK has less than 3% of the world’s refugees. Most refugees only get to the country next to the one they’ve come from.
An asylum-seeker is someone who is fleeing danger in their own country and who has applied to the authorities in another country to be accepted as a refugee. 
A refugee is someone whose application for asylum has been successful and has been given permission to stay in the UK. Many refugees and asylum-seekers have had extremely traumatic experiences and many have had to leave their home at very short notice.

Why Sheffield?
Sheffield was a major industrial city until the 1980s so the earlier arrivals came here to find work, particularly in the steel industry. Most immigrants have been fairly poor on arrival so have tended to settle in inner city areas like Sharrow, Burngreave and Darnall, where housing is cheaper. Some, including refugees, have been housed in council or housing association properties in different parts of the city. In 2000, the government set up a dispersal scheme for asylum-seekers. This means that when they first claim asylum, they may be sent to another part of the country. This is to try to ensure that one area doesn’t have to cope with an unfairly high proportion of asylum-seekers.
Somalis: The northern part of Somalia was seized by the British in the 1880s. Some Somali seamen moved to British cities including Sheffield in the 1930s. More Somalis moved here in the 1950s and 1960s when Britain was seeking cheap labour from its colonies. In Sheffield, they mainly did unskilled jobs in the steel industry. When civil war broke out in Somalia in 1988, some refugees came to Sheffield because they had family here. There are probably between 3,000 and 6,000 Somalis in Sheffield now.
