Racist update: November 2001 – April 2002

420
Three games out for Marasco. Novellino is blaspheme

N

Tuttosport
2001
Verona will not be punished because of the racist slogans sung by some of their supporters, since other supporters immediately replied by applauding the black player addressed by the racist slogans.
21st November

421
FIFA awards the black man
Tonight in Monaco "Fair Play award" to Omolade and Treviso
N
Aurelio Benigno
La Stampa
2001
Tonight Treviso black player Omolade and his team will be given the "Fair Play" award. They entered the field, at the last game last year, with their faces painted with black, as a protest against some racist slogans sung on the previous Sunday against Omolade.
23th November

422
Beautiful game's ugly side scares off Romanians

N
Radu Timofte
Reuters Internet site
2001
Violence and racism in Romanian football is gaining momentum at an alarming pace. Authorities generally turn a blind eye to racist abuse. Swastikas and nazi salutes have recently appeared in Romanian stadiums. Racist slogans against gypsies are becoming increasingly common.
26th November

423
Bucci‘s claim turned down. He will miss two games.

N

Tuttosport
2001
Upon request, the Disciplinary Committee will analyse the case about Lazio: the Roman team were fined (75 million lire) for racist slogans. Lazio claim the slogans were not racist in nature.
26th November

424
Not just Trezeguet, 9 more players disqualified in the Serie A

N

Tuttosport
2001
Lazio will pay a 75 million lire fine because of the behaviour of their supporters, who threw some objects into the pitch and shouted racist slogans against two Juventus players.
28th November

425
A fine for racist slogans
Ekong booed by supporters, Arezzo will pay
N

Gazzetta di Reggio
2001
Because of racist slogans sung by some of their supporters, Arezzo (Italian third league) will have to pay a 10497.83 Euro fine. Reggiana midfield player Ekong, the "target" of racist slogans, admitted not paying much attention to such nuisances: "They want to distract me, but I'm used to such things", he said.
29th November

426
Disciplinary committee, coach Pagliaro disqualified

N

Tuttosport
2001
Arezzo will pay a 10,600 euro fine because their supporters showed a Celtic cross during the game against Cesena on May 12th.
30th November

427
Excellent referee, but unfortunately he is Asian
In England Mr Singh, excluded from the Premier League, takes the case to court and wins.
N
Alfio Bernabei
L’Unità
2001
For the first time in England the Football League and the National Review Board were sued because of racial discrimination. Gurnam Singh, an Asian referee, took the case to court because, in spite of his excellent behaviour, he was not granted an advance in his professional career of racial grounds. Singh, who won his legal battle, will probably not direct a match anymore, since he is 47, but he admitted being pleased of having set a precedent for other similar cases of racial discrimination.
7th December

428
Appiah and the linesman: is it racism?

N

La Gazzetta dello Sport
2001
Parma’s black player Appiah, who accidentally hit linesman Puglisi during the latest Serie A match, was racially offended. Puglisi yelled “Dirty nigger”. It was, in all likelihood, an instinctive reaction, and Puglisi apologised at the end of the match, however such a racist offence should not be heard in a civilised society.

(In other articles published on the following few days, Puglisi denied having yelled any racist offense).
17th December

429
Bowyer does not want to pay, Leeds sell him

N

Tuttosport
2001
Two Leeds player had been accused of racist assault against a Pakistani student. One of them, Woodgate, will have to do 100 hours of community service, whereas Bowyer was found not guilty. However, Leeds decided to fine him for a total amount of 290 million lire (a month’s pay. Since Bowyer does not intend to pay the fine, the team is threatening to sell him.
19th December

430
Racist slogans against Thuram

N

La Gazzetta dello Sport
2001
During Fiorentina – Juventus, Lilian Thuram was repeatedly offended because of the colour of his skin by som Fiorentina supporters.
20th December

431
Leeds sayd to Bowyer: “Pay the fine quickly“.

N

Tuttosport
2001
Bowyer, the Leeds player who is running the risk of being sold because he does not intend to pay a fine imposed unto him by the team because of his alleged racist and violent behaviour, will probably agree to extinguish this debt in order to stay in the team. He admitted getting really moved at his supporters’ expressions of sympathy. Meanwhile, the Pakistani student who was beaten up by Woodgate and Bowyer declared that he will require damages.
21st December

432
Puglisi indicted: Appiah questioned

N

La Gazzetta dello Sport
2001
Black Parma player Appiah accused a linesman, Pugliesi, of racist offenses against him during the latest Serie A game. Pugliese denies allegations. If he is found guilty, Puglisi truns the risk of not being selected as a linesman for the upcoming World Championship in Japan and Korea.
28th December

433
Linesman Puglisi indicted; he insulted Ghana player Appiah

N

La Gazzetta dello Sport
2002
In spite of Puglisi’s statements and apologies, the linesman will undergo a trial for the alleged racist insult he shouted against Appiah. It could result in him being prevented from taking part in the next World Championship.
5th January

434
„Football is a game for blonde people“
Racist allegations involving the president of the German Sports Federation
N
Paolo Valentino
Corriere della Sera
2002
“If only two Germanic players took part in a game between Bayern and Cottbuss, it would mean there is something wrong”. This is one of the many sentences which are shown, along with photos and films at the exhibition called “The stadium as scene of a crime. Racism and discrimination in football”, currently being held in Hamburg. The author of this and many other statements is Gerhard Mayer-Vorfelder, president of the German Sports Federation.
10th January

435
Viareggio tournament, Palestinians and Israelians on the pitch together

N

La Gazzetta dello Sport
2002
Both a Palestinian and an Israel team will take part in the 54th Viareggio tournament, as a sign of peace and solidarity.
10th January

436
Ultras attempt to organise neofascist group

N

La Gazzetta dello Sport
2002
A research study carried out by a Livorno supporter groups discovered an attempt to create a nationalistic, extreme-right wing supporter group for the Italian national team.
11th January

437
Also in Kosovo it seemed to be a utopia

N
Giuseppe Picciano
L’Unità
2002
Ugo Trojano, a UNO officer, narrates his story. He managed to create a multi-ethnic football team in Kosovo. He stated that a similar project could be useful even in post-war Kabul.
11th January

438
Raid against beby-immigrants
Some members of the racist hoard already identified
N
Marino Bisso
La Repubblica
2001
In a small town close to Rome a band of about 30 people between 16 and 30 assaulted a dormitory which hosts young immigrants from Albania. Rocks were thrown at the windows and properties were severely damaged. The aggression was probably engendered by futile reasons. It is still not clear whether this action has racist causes or if it should be interpreted as an example of social problems in general.
14th January

439
Racist slogans by Fiorentina supporters

N
Andrea Sorrentino
La Repubblica
2002
During Chievo – Fiorentina, some Fiorentina supporters shouted racist slogans against Chievo Eriberto and Manfredini for the whole match.
14th January

440
Insults and whistles. „Go to work!“

N
Gianluca Moresco
La Repubblica
2002
During Lazio – Milan (Italy Cup), some Lazio supporters booed Milan black player Roque Junior.
17th January

441
Disciplinary Committee doubts but spares linesman Puglisi

N

Il Corriere della Sera
2002
Linesman Claudio Puglisi, who has recently been charged with racist insults towards black Parma player Appiah, was acquitted. Puglisi, who has not taken part in any game in the last month, will be allowed to keep his job.
18th January

442
No supporters, just racism

N

Tuttosport
2002
During the derby between Verona and Venezia, the Verona terrace was closed as a sign of protest, howere the usual racist insults (this time towards Conteh) were still present.
21st January

443
Fights and racist slogans

N
Fulvio Bianchi
La Repubblica
2002
During the game in Verona, some local supporters Venezia black player Conteh, who played for Chievo (the other Verona team) last year.
21st January

444
Racist slogans against Mazzone

N

La Gazzetta dello Sport
2002
During the Brescia training session on Monday some words were painted on a wall: they were racist slogans against coach Mazzone, offending his Roman origins.
23rd January

445
Anti-racism in the lagoon

M

Carta n.2
2002
A new book dealing with anti-racism in sports was issued by some groups of Venetian football supporters. The book is called “Lettera dalla curva-sud, Venezia 1998-2000”.
January

446
Treviso, shame once again

N
Nicola Binda
La Gazzetta dello Sport
2002
Once again the Treviso supporters showed racism on the terrace. During the Serie C game in Lumezzane, when Treviso black player Reginaldo entered the pitch, they left the stadium as a sing of protest. Last year they had done the same when Omolade entered the pitch, but then they apologised before the following game.
28th January

447
Esposito escapes from racism

N
Andrea Barocci
Corriere dello Sport – Stadio
2002
Esposito, one of the best Italian basketball players, is now playing in Spain after leaving Udine. He has recently revealed that when he was still in Udine he was often the victim of racist offences because of his birth in Southern Italy. For example, he always found racist tags near the place where he changed and had showers after training sessions. Esposito also stated that in Spain he has always been treated very cordially.
29th January

448
Treviso need help

N
Filippo Grimaldi
La Gazzetta dello Sport
2002
Yesterday Treviso released a short declaration in which they condamned the racist event which took place last Sunday during the game against Lumezzane. General manager Gardini invited everyone, especially the institution, to give their contribution in order to solve the old and unacceptable racists problems around some Treviso supporters. Last year the team had to pay 51 thousand Euros in fines for the racist behaviour of some people on the terrace.
29th January

449
Recoba: I told them that racism is violence, we are all brothers

N

Corriere dello Sport – Stadio
2002
Recoba, who has been sentenced to spend a certain amount of time doing “socially useful” jobs as a result of his implication in the passport scandal, met the children of two elementary schools this morning. He told them that racism is violence, since we are all brothers, and admitted being happy and deeply moved at these meetings.
30th January

450
„Esposito, we were just kidding“

N
Andrea Barocci
Corriere dello Sport – Stadio
2002
Udine basketball team replied to Esposito, now playing in Spain, who recently denounced some racist offenses he had received in the Northern Italian town. The offensive tags Esposito found in the changing rooms were only jokes, they say, and they had been written by another Southern Italian, Li Vecchi. However, a judiciary investigation will be carried out in order to throw light on the subject.
30th January

451
Treviso, Reginaldo trains. Macalli expresses sympathy

N

La Gazzetta dello Sport
2002
Brasilian Treviso player Reginaldo took part in yesterday’s training session and seemed to be ignoring the racist offences he has recently received. Macalli, chairman of Serie C, expressed sympathy towards him and declared that racist is a serious phenomenon which must be fought in every form.
30th January

452
Racism: 10,000 euro fine to Padua

N

La Gazzetta dello Sport
2002
Padova received a 10,250 euro fine for the behaviour of their supporters during the latest third league match. Some of them threw objects into the pitch, repeatedly showed racist banners and sung racist slogans.
31st January

453
Racist slogans, 20,000 euro fine

N

La Gazzetta dello Sport
2002
The racist slogans some Lazio supporters shouted against some Chievo players during Sunday’s match earned the Roman club a 20,000 euro fine.
1st February

454
A little medal

N

La Gazzetta dello Sport
2002
Before Torino – Reggina, a game within the framework of the 54th Carnival Cup of Viareggio, Torino Omolade, a black player who had been the victim of racist insults some months before, was donated a little medal by a group of supporters.
1st February

455
Sport and racism, Ulivieri and Minotti in Empoli

N

Corriere dello Sport – Stadio
2002
Tonight a debate about racism in sport will take place in the Tuscan town of Empoli. Former Parma defender Minotti and coach Ulivieri will take part in it, along with Vittorio Bugli, mayor of Empoli, who organised the event.
1st February

456
Supporters

N

La Gazzetta dello Sport
2002
During Sunday’s game in Florence, some Fiorentina supporters booed Roma’s black players.
4th February

457
Recoba among students combats racism

N

La Gazzetta dello Sport
2002
Inter forward player Recoba had a meeting with the students of a Milanese high school. Some of the questions he was asked concerned racism. He admitted being concerned about this hateful phenomenon, which, in his opinion, must be fought with all means.
6th February

458
An Internet site against racism

N

La Gazzetta dello Sport
2002
Vittorio Bugli, mayor of Empoli, during a debate held in his town proposed to set up an Internet site against racism in sport. Meanwhile, the number of supporter groups which have joined anti-racist organisations is increasing all over Italy.
6th February

459
Recoba: Racism? Let‘s go back to the dressing rooms!

N

Corriere dello Sport – Stadio
2002
Recoba had a meeting with some Milanese junior high school students yestarday morning, during which he stated that, in the event of racist behaviour on the part of supporters on the terraces, players had better leave the pitch and refuse to keep on playing until the racist offences are over.
7th February

460
CAF: two months interdiction for linesman Puglisi

N

Corriere dello Sport – Stadio
2002
Linesman Puglisi, who had been absolved by the Disciplinary Committed, has now been condamned by the CAF because of his racist statement against black player Appiah. He will not excluded from all competitions for two months.
8th February

461
Ultras Empoli – United Against Racism

N

Tifonet – Internet Newspaper
2002
On Monday, February 4th in the Italian town of Empoli a debate about racism in sport was held.
13th February

462
Sanction to Lazio diminished: the slogans werent‘ racist

N

Corriere dello Sport – Stadio
2002
The Disciplinary Committee lowered the sanction against Lazio from 75 million lire to 20,000 euros (about 39 million lire): the fact that Lazio supporters also chanted slogans against two white players confirmed the hypothesis that the slogans simply meant to offend the opponents, but were not racist in nature.
15th February

463
The stadium speaker invites racist ultras not to insult black players

N

L’Unità
2002
In Verona, a town whose local team has repeatedly been fined because of its supporters’ racist slogans, the stadium speaker started to read invitations not to boo black players at the beginning of each match, and also during the match itself if necessary. However, yesterday Seedorf was repeatedly offended on racial basis.
18th February

464
Lots of protests against referees, no protests against racist slogans

N
Massimo Mauro
L’Unità
2002
A short article in which a paradox concerning Italian football is commented on. Trainers and supporters continuously complain because of referees’ mistakes, but nobody seems to make such big efforts to complain against racist slogans in stadiums.
18th February

465
Football against racism

N

Liberazione
2002
A TV programme called “Shukran” and the mayor of Nettuno, near Rome, organised a friendly game against racism between boys from Nettuno and an immigration centre. Thegame will be played on February 26th.
20th February

466
The trainer: you are racists, I‘m leaving

N
Giuseppe Caruso
L’Unità
2002
In a small village on the Alps, called Civo, Marco Baroli, trainer of a local team, decided to drop his job because a player of his offended a black opponent on racial grounds. What is more, the black opponent was not insulting or committing any faults, and the player who offended him refused to apologise.
26th February

467
Young boys play with faces painted in black

N
Paolo Pedullà
Il Secolo XIX
2002
A 13-year-old black football player has recently been offended because of the colour of his skin. In order to protest against such racist actions, all the members of the team played the following game with their faces painted in black. The same form of protest had been used in the Serie B last year by Treviso players.
26th February

468
Portugal

N

La Gazzetta dello Sport
2002
Racist slogans are frequently found in Portuguese stadiums too. During Sporting Lisbon – Farense the home supporters booed Cameroon player Komol.
26th February

469
Germany, stadium off-limits for four neonazis

N

Tifonet, Internet site
2002
Schalke 04 forbade 4 supporters to enter their stadium for the next three years because they recently showed a neonazi banner during a game.
26th February

470
Two sanctions for Siena

N

Corriere dello Sport – Stadio
2002
A 9,000 euro sanction to Siena for racist slogans and rocket throwing.
27th February

471
Pseudo-supporters at Brescia-Roma

N

Giornale di Brescia
2002
Some Roma supporters sang Fascist songs and showed Celtic crosses throughout the game in Brescia last Sunday.
4th March

472
Usual fights and usual absurd racist boos

N

Alto Adige
2002
Yesterday, before Padova – Monza (Serie C1) a silent minute was observed in memory of black Chievo player Mayelè, who died recently in a car accident. Some Padova supporters laughed and whistled. Some more racist slogans at the 39th minute of the second half, when Monza black player Uguali entered the pitch.
4th March

473
Liverani wins antiracist prize

N

Il Messaggero
2002
Lazio player Fabio Liverani was awarded the antiracist award called “Sportivo piú” because of his continuous efforts to fight racism in stadiums.
5th March

474
Livorno, inconvenient banner. Trieste protests and requires an enquiry.

N

La Repubblica
2002
During Livorno – Triestina the two opposing supporters groups, belonging to the extreme left-wing and to the extremme right-wing respectively, offended each other with slogans, songs and banners deeply political in nature.
6th March

475
Gozey cannot stand it anymore

N
Francesco Fain
Il Piccolo
2002
A Sudanese immigrant, Nabeel Gozey, who escaped because of the war and landed to Italy, where he has been living close to Trieste for four years, decided to quit his career in a local football team called Juventina. He admitted being unable to stand the continuous racist slogans anymore. The last straw that broke the camel’s back was last Sunday’s match agains Latisana, in which Gozey was offended by everyone, players, president and supporters.
7th March

476
Sport and Politics – Racism in Varese

N
Il Corriere della Sera

2002
In March 1979 the Varese basketball team hostes Maccabi Tel Aviv for a Champions’ League game. Some supporters organised an anti-Semitic protest, by showing wooden crosses and chanting slogans in favour of the Holocaust.
8th March

477
Avellino, racist slogans agains forward player Bembuana

N

Tuttosport
2002
Avellino supporters booed their own player Bembuana, who was not playing a great game, because of the colour of his skin.
9th March

478
Stadium off-limits for six supporters

N

Il Piccolo
2002
Because of the events during Livorno – Triestina, the Livorno field will probably be disqualified, whereas six Triestina supporters, who showed a racist banner, will not be allowed to enter Italian stadiums for some time.
13th March

479
Racist banners: supersanction

N

La Repubblica
2002
Lazio and Roma received fines for 45,000 and 30,000 euros (respectively) because of the racist banners their supporters showed during the recent derby.
13th March

480
Eriksson wants “unworthy“ Woodgate

N

La Repubblica
2002
England trainer Sven Goran Eriksson wanted Woodgate to play against Italy next Wednesday in Leeds, however, since the player has just paid his dues for a serious racist crime he committed in January 2000, he was not allowed to play for the national team: only worthy people can be granted the honour to represent England.
23th March

481
The usual racist slogans

N

La Gazzetta dello Sport
2002
Once again, supporters in Verona booed a black player. This time the victim was Eriberto.
25th March

482
Eriberto overcomes racists

N

Tuttosport
2002
It is not clear whether referee Pellegrino, who directed Chievo – Verona, was in favour of racist slogans against Chievo Eriberto or not. Eriberto was shown a yellow card, in spite of his correct behaviour, while Verona supporters were booing him.
25th March

483
[No readable headline]

N

La Gazzetta dello Sport
2002
Ascoli, a Serie C-1 football team, was fined because some of their supporters chanted racist slogans against one of the opponents.
1st April

484
Supporters

N

La Gazzetta dello Sport

Once again, Lazio supporters booed a black player, this time it was Fabio Liverani.
8th April
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